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How to Kill a Tree 

 
The Value of Trees 

 Water Quality:  1 million trees = $3.5 million in annual storm water runoff costs 

saved 

 Air Quality:  1 million trees = $5 million in air pollution clean-up 

 Energy:  1 million trees = $10 million in annual energy savings 

 Real Estate:  1 front yard tree = 1% increase in home sales price 

 Business:  Shaded business district = 11% increase in business 

Water Conservation and Trees 
 Tree canopies and root systems provide a natural filter to our water supply. 

 Trees along streams hold stream banks in place to protect against flooding.  

One tree reduces 4000 gallons of storm water runoff annually. 

 Tree roots stabilize soil and prevent erosion by trapping soil that would 

otherwise become silt.  Silt destroys fish eggs and other aquatic wildlife and 

makes rivers and streams shallower. 

 Trees provide shade to cool the landscapes and the soil beneath them, 

reducing evaporation of irrigation water that has been applied. 

A few facts…. 
 Urban trees only live a fraction of their natural life spans…… 

 A tree that would live 80 years in the forest is expected to live an average of 20 

years in the suburbs, and only 7 years in an urban setting! 

  The most common cause of tree death is abuse and neglect from its number 

one pest………..HHoommoo  ssaappiieennss  

The  Top  Ten  Causes  of  Tree  Death:The Top Ten Causes of Tree Death:  
1100..  AAuuttoommoobbiilleess      55..    LLaacckk  ooff  WWaatteerriinngg  

99..  MMiissuussee  ooff  HHeerrbbiicciiddeess    44..    TThhee  WWrroonngg  TTrreeee  ffoorr  tthhee  SSiittee    

88..    BBaarrkk  DDaammaaggee      33..    VVaannddaalliissmm  

77..    SSooiill  CCoommppaaccttiioonn    22..    IImmpprrooppeerr  PPrruunniinngg  

66..    PPoooorr  PPllaannttiinngg      11..    CCoonnssttrruuccttiioonn  DDaammaaggee

 

  

     



A  Five-Step  Program  for  Assisted  Herb-icide  A Five-Step Program for Assisted Herb-icide   
11..  SSeelleeccttiioonn  

  PPllaanntt  aa  bbiigg  ttrreeee  iinn  aa  ssmmaallll  ssppaaccee..  

  PPllaanntt  aa  ttaallll  ttrreeee  uunnddeerr  uuttiilliittyy  lliinneess..  

  CChhoooossee  aann  oovveerruusseedd  ssppeecciieess,,  aanndd  ppllaanntt  lloottss  ooff  iitt..  

  UUssee  tthhee  ffaasstteesstt  ggrroowwiinngg  ssppeecciieess  ooff  ttrreeee  tthhaatt  yyoouu  ccaann  ffiinndd..  

  PPaayy  nnoo  aatttteennttiioonn  ttoo  iinnsseecctt  aanndd  ddiisseeaassee  ssuusscceeppttiibbiilliittyy  ooff  yyoouurr  ttrreeee  sseelleeccttiioonn..  

22..  PPllaannttiinngg  

  LLeeaavvee  aa  ttrreeee  oouutt  wwhheerree  tthhee  ssuunn  aanndd  wwiinndd  wwiillll  ddrryy  oouutt  tthhee  rroooottss  oorr  rroooottbbaallll  pprriioorr  

ttoo  ppllaannttiinngg  

  PPllaanntt  tthhee  ttrreeee  ttoooo  sshhaallllooww..  

  PPllaanntt  tthhee  ttrreeee  ttoooo  ddeeeepp..    

  PPllaanntt  iinn  ssooiill  tthhaatt  iiss  ttoooo  ddrryy  oorr  ttoooo  wweett..    

  FFoorrggeett  ttoo  wwaatteerr..  

  WWaatteerr  ttoooo  mmuucchh..  

  LLeeaavvee  ssttaakkeess  aanndd  gguuyy  wwiirreess  oonn  tthhee  ttrreeee..  

  LLeeaavvee  wwiirree  bbaasskkeettss,,  bbuurrllaapp  aanndd  rrooppeess  oonn  tthhee  rroooott  bbaallll..  

  HHaannddllee  tthhee  ttrreeee  bbyy  tthhee  ttrruunnkk,,  nnoott  tthhee  rroooott  bbaallll..  

  PPllaanntt  ttoooo  cclloossee  ttoo  yyoouurr  bbuuiillddiinngg..  

  PPllaanntt  aa  bbiigg  ttrreeee  iinn  aa  ssmmaallll  ssppaaccee..  

  PPllaanntt  fflloowweerrss  aanndd  ggrraassss  uunnddeerr  aanndd  aarroouunndd  tthhee  ttrreeee..    

33..  PPrruunniinngg  
  TToopp  yyoouurr  ttrreeee  oorr  mmaakkee  rreeppeeaatteedd  hheeaaddiinngg  ccuuttss..    

  OOvveerr  pprruunnee  yyoouurr  ttrreeee..  

  PPrruunnee  aallll  ssppeecciieess  aanndd  aallll  aaggeess  ooff  ttrreeeess  aalliikkee..  

  MMaakkee  fflluusshh  ccuuttss..  

  UUssee  wwoouunndd  ddrreessssiinnggss..    

  IIggnnoorree  ssttoorrmm  ddaammaaggee..  

  HHiirree  aa  ““ffllyy--bbyy--nniigghhtt””  ttrreeee  ccoommppaannyy  

44..  MMaaiinntteennaannccee  
  HHiitt  tthhee  ttrreeee  wwiitthh  aa  llaawwnnmmoowweerr  aanndd//oorr  ssttrriinngg  ttrriimmmmeerr  ttiimmee  aanndd  ttiimmee  aaggaaiinn..    

  OOvveerr--ffeerrttiilliizzee..    

  UUssee  ssaalltt  oorr  ootthheerr  ddeeiicceerrss  aarroouunndd  yyoouurr  ttrreeeess  iinn  wwiinntteerr..    

  LLeett  llooww  hheeaavvyy  bbrraanncchheess  ffoorrmm;;  tthheeyy''llll  bbrreeaakk  ooffff  dduurriinngg  aa  ssttoorrmm..    



  UUssee  hheerrbbiicciiddeess  aarroouunndd  tthhee  ttrreeeess..    

55..  CCoonnssttrruuccttiioonn  AAccttiivviittiieess  
  TTrreenncchh  tthhrroouugghh  rroooott  zzoonneess,,  ccuuttttiinngg  aass  mmaannyy  rroooottss  aass  ppoossssiibbllee..    

  CChhaannggee  tthhee  llaannddssccaappee  ddrraassttiiccaallllyy  nneeaarr  tthhee  ttrreeee..    

  BBuuiilldd  aa  ppaattiioo  aarroouunndd  iitt..    

  BBuuiilldd  aa  wwaallkk  tthhaatt  ggooeess  rriigghhtt  bbyy  iitt..    

  IInnfflliicctt  aa  wwoouunndd  dduurriinngg  ccoonnssttrruuccttiioonn..    

  GGiivvee  aa  ssuuddddeenn  eexxppoossuurree  ttoo  tthhee  ssuunn  bbyy  rreemmoovviinngg  ssuurrrroouunnddiinngg  ttrreeeess..    

  PPaarrkk  yyoouurr  ccaarr,,  ssttoorree  mmaatteerriiaallss  aanndd  ddrriivvee  ttrruucckkss  oorr  ccoonnssttrruuccttiioonn  eeqquuiippmmeenntt  

uunnddeerrnneeaatthh  tthhee  ttrreeee  ((ccoommppaacctt  tthhee  ssooiill))..    
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	A Five-Step Program for Assisted Herb-icide 
	1. Selection
	 Plant a big tree in a small space.
	 Plant a tall tree under utility lines.
	 Choose an overused species, and plant lots of it.
	 Use the fastest growing species of tree that you can find.
	 Pay no attention to insect and disease susceptibility of your tree selection.

	2. Planting
	 Leave a tree out where the sun and wind will dry out the roots or rootball prior to planting
	 Plant the tree too shallow.
	 Plant the tree too deep. 
	 Plant in soil that is too dry or too wet. 
	 Forget to water.
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	 Leave stakes and guy wires on the tree.
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	 Handle the tree by the trunk, not the root ball.
	 Plant too close to your building.
	 Plant a big tree in a small space.
	 Plant flowers and grass under and around the tree. 

	3. Pruning
	 Top your tree or make repeated heading cuts. 
	 Over prune your tree.
	 Prune all species and all ages of trees alike.
	 Make flush cuts.
	 Use wound dressings. 
	 Ignore storm damage.
	 Hire a “fly-by-night” tree company

	4. Maintenance
	 Hit the tree with a lawnmower and/or string trimmer time and time again. 
	 Over-fertilize. 
	 Use salt or other deicers around your trees in winter. 
	 Let low heavy branches form; they'll break off during a storm. 
	 Use herbicides around the trees. 

	5. Construction Activities
	 Trench through root zones, cutting as many roots as possible. 
	 Change the landscape drastically near the tree. 
	 Build a patio around it. 
	 Build a walk that goes right by it. 
	 Inflict a wound during construction. 
	 Give a sudden exposure to the sun by removing surrounding trees. 
	 Park your car, store materials and drive trucks or construction equipment underneath the tree (compact the soil). 


